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REPORT 
OF THE 
GOVERNOR OF MONTANA. 
HELEN A, October 10, 1885 . 
Sm: Complying with your request of August 24, 1884, I have the 
honor to submit the following suggestions and statements of the affairs 
and condition of the Territory of Montana. · 
Having entered upon the discharge of the duties of this office since 
the close of the fiscal :vear, I am unable to tlo (so far as statistics are 
concerned) more than to direct your attention to such matters as can be 
gleaned from the bie1rnial ·reports of the auditor and treasurer of the 
Territory. From these it appears that the total assessment of property 
in the Territory for the year 1884 amounted to $49,976,007.91, the same 
being an increase of $5,000,000 (in round numbers) over the previous 
year. It should be remembered that the asse~sment_does not give the 
full value of our property, and does not include our mines, which are 
worth a great many million_s. 
POPULATION. 
No census of the population of the Territory has been taken since 1880, 
at w~ich time it was 39,157. At present it can,only be estimated by 
the total vote cast at the general election in November, 1884, which, as 
appe·ars from the report of the auditor and treasurer, was 26,969. From 
the same _official source it appears that at the preceding general elec-
tion the total vote cast in 1882 was 23,318. The increase has been 
greater during the past two years than at any other period, and our 
population may be fairly estimated at 100,000 to 110,000. 
AGRICULTURE. 
The numerious valleys of the Territory are remarkably fertile, with 
proper facilities for irrigation :yielding large returns in wheat, oats, 
barley, and a11 kinds of vegetables, unsurpassed in quality. 
Owing to the high price of labor here, as in aU mining countries, and 
the great di tance from the markets of the world, our farmers have 
been unable to compete successful1y in foreign markets with those of 
Dakota on the east and Washington and Oregon on the west; conse-
quently nothing more is attempted than the supply of the home demand, 
which is large, owing to the great number of men employed.in the mines. · 
I!1 all tho e portion of the 'ferri tory where the necessary care and atten-
tion has been given to the planting and cultivation of fruit trees it has 
been demon trated that the hardy varieties of fruit of all kinds can be 
succe sfully rai ed. Small fruits of all kinds'succeed everywhere in the 
Territory and the yield is imply enormous. 
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INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. 
I am advised from reliable sources that during the past season numer-
ous depredations have been committed upon the rights of stock-growers 
by roving bands of Indians who have been suftere<l to leave their reser-
vations and to roam promiscuously through a region of country where 
there is absolutely no game, and where to sustain life these In_dians have 
killed cattle running upon the ranges, and in several instances have 
run off the horses belonging to the cattlemen. This has been carried 
on to such an extent that the stockmen have become greatly aud justly 
exasperated. I can but renew the request so frequently made by my 
predecessors, that some such action be taken by your Department as 
will result in restraining and confining these Indians upon their reser-
vations, which em brace an empire of the fairest and best portion of the 
Territory, and from which the whites are rigidly excluded. 
RESERVATIONS, 
From statistics furnished by the United States surveyor-general's 
office for Mon tan a, it appears that three Indian r~servations in this Terri-
tory em brace an area of 45,000 square miles, including nearly thirty 
million acres of the finesttagricultura.l and grazing lands to be found on 
the continent. I would earnestly urge upon your department the neces-
sity of cutting down these reservations to a size commensurate with the 
needs of the Indians. The greater portion of these lands, so necessary 
for the use of actual settlers, is of no use whate,1er to the Indians. Since 
the extinction of the buffalo there is little or no game, and but a small 
portion, if any, of these lands are cultivated. Why not throw the res-
ervations open for settlement and sale, reservin,g a portion for the In-
dians, to be held by them in severalty t Break up their tribal relation , 
and reserve a po:i:tion of the proceeds of the sale of the lands for then e 
and benefit of the Indians during the period and process of education 
and civilization. Without troubling you with details which will sug-
, gest them elveR to you, such a policy would be charity to the Indians 
and result in furnishing homes to hundreds of thousands of our own 
race, be ides furnishing the worl<l with over a million cattle which would 
and could be grazed and ustained on these lands. That they (the In-
dian ) can be educated and civilized bas been demonstrated by the 
father at Saint Ignatius Mi ion in their boarding- chool and work-
bops on the Jocko Re ervation in thi Territory, and doubtle at 
oth r plac . 
Cattl 
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Sb 
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EXPORTS. 
While there are no statistics giving the exact exports, yet through 
the railroad companies, cattle and sheep organizations, mining compa-
nies' · reports, &c., it can be approximated very closely. . 
Mr. Harrison, United States assayer, and secretary of one of our larg-
est cattle associations, has assisted me in making the following estimate 
of exports for the past twelve months: 
Silver, gross value, at 105. ··-··· .................•••.................. $10,000,000 
Copper, gross value, at 11 centH . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 7,000, 000-
Gold, gross value .............. . . . ....................... __ .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,500,000 
Lead, gross value, at 4 cents . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 750,000 
Beef cattle, 75,000 lrnad, gross value . . .... . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, fiUO, 000 
Wool, 6,000,000 pounds...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I, 400, 000' 
Peltries and furs.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :250, 000 
Total gross value of exports . .......... ·_... . . . . . . . . • . . • • • • . . • . • • . 26, 400, ooo, 
MINES AND MINH"G. 
Gold w~s discovered in small quanfities in 1861, but none to speak of 
until 1862, when mining commenced in earnest and on a large scale,. 
drawing people here from every State in the Union and from almost 
every country. For ten years the average :yield of gold from ·' placer 
diggings" was $12,000,000 to $15,000,000 per annum. This class of 
mines, being of easy access and requiring no capital, were rapidly 
exhausted. As they gave out, gold and silrnr quartz mining was. 
commenced, which required capital as well as muscle, and was at first: 
slow in development. Ten years ago the yield from ·' quartz mining" 
was not oYer $1,000,000 per annum ; now it is, as stated, about 
$21,000,000. Mines and mining caused the settlement of this country. 
Stop our mining and you not only stop the present surprising increase 
of population, progress, and prosperity, but, in my opinion, the country 
would lose the greater portion of its inhabitants. It is true that our 
agricultural interests are large and flourishing, our valleys being many 
and fertile and capable of sustaining many more people than now oc-
cupy them-probably twenty times as many-but, as before stated, the 
distance from markets and the necessity of irrigation so adds to the ex-
pense that settlement would be. deferred for years. 
Our mines employ thousands of men-the best paid labor in the 
world-a:od make a home market for our farmers, thereby insuring 
profitable cultivation and settlement of the country. It is fair to say 
that grazing cattle, sheep, and horse-raising do not depend upon the 
successfnl working of our mines; but the grazing capacity of the Terri-
tory is limited, and tbe tendency is for cattle to accumulate in the hands 
of a few persons, principally because large herds can be handled at less 
cost per head than small ones. Hence, if this was the only occupation 
our population would be small. Though the development of our quartz 
mines bas hardly commenced, they produced, as already shown, in the 
pa t twelve months, $20,250,000. Of this amount $10,000,000 was 
SILVER. 
In all of our silver, as it is extracted from the ore, there is from 
20 to 35 per cent. of its gross value gold, chemically combined with it. 
One-fourth of the value of the product of our copper mines is silver 
cbemicaUy combintd with the copper. Our lead would not pay for the 
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ing ground for silver," "drain the country of gold,'' &c. And this, in 
the face of the facts, that the most prosperous nations of Europe have 
from three to five times the silver that there is in the United States. 
France with three times as much, having· imported the past ten years· 
over three hundred millions of gold-more than they exported. The 
best banks of the world have from 50 to 60 per cent. (taken together) 
of their reserve in silver and are prosperous, with their stock selling at 
a large-premium. 
After seven years of continued coinage, we are exporting more silver 
than importing, and importing more gold now than exporting. Once 
the "bear howl" is stopped-made to control legislation to the end 
named-there will be no trouble in absorbing the coinage . 
. In behalf of our people, I beseech the Government to continue the 
coinage of silver, and to use a portion of the ·profit accruing thereby, in 
distributing it throughout the West, where I know it is needed. The 
Government, in almosfthe exclusive interests of the people of one por-
tion of our country, compels our people to pay a burdensome protective 
tariff on the iron and manufactured articles of that section. They can-
not in equity, and will not, object to so reasonable a request. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Hon. L. Q. 0. LAMAR. 
Seoretary of the Interior. 
S. T. HAUSER, 
Governor. 
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